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MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT 2009

We are now at the end of another year. Everyone is
getting ready for the festive season. All they can think
about is where and when the next party is to be held.

We have just had our Christmas BBQ at George
Pentland Botanical Gardens Frankston. It was nice to see
SO many members in attendance, even though the day
started off
cloudy in
the
morning
with some
light rain,
it turned
into a very
nice day.

With the
BBQ

) = going and
plenty of food on the table, it was nice to catch up with
members who don't always do the same rides as | do,
and chat about what has been going on in the club, and
what rides members are looking forward to in the next
calendar. It was nice that lan Duncan felt well enough to
hitch a ride with Ray and come up from his sisters place
in Rosebud and spend a few hours with us. He is in good
spirits, and is looking forward to February when the steel
halo attached to his scull can be removed, and he can
commence riding again. We certainly miss him out there.

It appears that Christmas has come early for some
members, with both Derick Olivier and Graham Gill busily
shapping photos with their new high end digital cameras.
Derick has a new Nikon D5000 with all the bells and
whistles, he wouldn't tell us what it cost him. | wonder if
his wife knows. Graham was sporting a new Panasonic
Digital compact equally impressive. We will certainly
expect to see plenty of snaps in forthcoming newsletters,
so members beware, these guys snap anything that
moves, so expect the unexpected.

Christmas is a time when families come together to
celebrate the festive season,

It was sad to hear that Graeme Chalmers wife has
suffered a massive stroke. She had a miner one on Cup
Day, and | believe was recovering well. Our thoughts are
with Graeme and his family.

At the Annual General Meeting | was wondering if we
would find a Secretary to replace David who resigned
prior to the meeting. As he does not live in the area now,
he found it difficult to meet the obligations required in this

position. Following discussions, he agreed to continue for
another year with help from the committee. So come
November next year we will be looking for a new
President and Secretary as | will be retiring after 4 years
in the Chair. | am sure, considering the size of the club
and the depth of the membership, there are members out
there who would be willing to assume these positions. |
have found the 4 years in the Chair a rewarding
experience.

On the 27" December Graham Gill is leading a ride from
Mordialloc to Safety Beach and back, 90km. | wonder if
he realised when he scheduled this ride that it was just 2
days after Christmas Day. | for one will hardly be
recovered from Christmas cheer. He has advised there
will be an alternative starting point from Frankston Pier an
hour after the scheduled starting time. Good move
Graham.

With the end of another year fast approaching, | wish all
members a very Merry Christmas and a happy and safe
New Year.

BRIGHT WEEKEND

We arrived Saturday morning and got straight on our
bikes for the ride into Mytleford and back (68kms) along
the very scenic bike track. Passing by very pretty
wineries, berry farms and beautiful countryside lunching
at the yummy bakery. The new owners of the guest
house have created a new outdoor living area where we
were able to have a cold chicken and salad dinner. The
nights were very mild, we all sat around outside each
night. It was very pleasant.

Sunday. The bike path from Bright to Beechworth allows
you to start at various points. One group started from
Mytleford to Beechworth and back (84kms). Some started
at Everton and rode back to Taylor's Gap. This day was
quite challenging as the weather was hot and there is
that long climb up to Beechworth where we descended
on the Bakery. Back at Bright we had a smorgasbord
dinner at the Bright Chalet. Bayside cycling group joined
us here for dinner.

Monday

We took a break from cycling and we went up to Mt
Buffalo walking around chalet and doing the circular walk,
and then some walked to Lake Catani. Next year we will
try other walks as there are so many to choose from. As
the weather was still very mild at night we ate our BBQ
outside.




Tuesday

We rode to Harrietville on the road (50kms) with a tail
wind, to a very
pretty spot “The
lavender farm” for a
Devonshire tea.
Thisis setin a
gorgeous garden.
Back at the
guesthouse we had
a farewell sausage
sizzle to send us on
our way home.

This year our hosts were very welcoming and couldn’t do
enough for us, quite a change from the previous year.
The weather took us by surprise, each day was quite
warm and luckily they had put air conditioners in our
rooms. The nights were very balmy so we sat outside
talking and drinking, instead of playing games in the large
lounge room.

| have booked again for next year for 20 people. The cost
will be $65per person, per night which includes breakfast.
But the fourth night will be free. We found it quite easy to
self cater. As we take over the whole guest house | need
to know exact numbers and a $50 deposit by the 16™ of
August. It is a lovely long weekend away in a beautiful
part of Victoria. We have shopped around Bright for
something better but the costs are prohibitive. Hope to
see you all next year. Contact Penny if you wish to come.

GREAT VICTORIAN BIKE RIDE 2009
BY TRISH

On Friday 27" November Christine and myself set off in
the car to meet the bus and truck at Geelong which would
take us and our bikes to Portland to the start of the ride.
We had also decided it would be worth the extra expense
to stay in the Sleep Easy option instead of putting up our
own tents.

Within ten minutes of arriving at the Long Stay Car Park
in Geelong we had put our bikes on the truck and were
sitting in the first bus to leave and heading off on our
adventure. We congratulated ourselves on how easy it
was.

We arrived at Portland and selected a Sleep Easy tent,
organized ourselves and joined Rhonda and Helen in
town for dinner. Unfortunately David had to cancel as he
was unwell. At 9am the next morning we set off for the
first short day ride to Cape Bridgewater and back to
Portland to stay for another night. One hour into the ride
the heavens opened and we were drenched in seconds.
Eventually the rain stopped and we rode back to Portland
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to find that our fabulous tent had a huge puddle in it and
some of our gear was wet. It seemed that most of the
Sleep Easy tents had leaked in various places and there
was a lot of cursing and moaning all around us. Luckily
the sun came out and we got everything dry.

That night a huge storm came through with gale force
winds and we sat in our tent while it flapped and the wind
and rain raged around us. Sometime through the night
we heard a woman scream but did not investigate, as we
guessed — rightly — that her tent had collapsed around
her. We awoke early next morning to find that the wind
had dropped and the rain had stopped but we had water
in our tent once again. Other people had fared worse
than us as several tents had collapsed and many people
had puddles and wet gear. At this point everyone is
going to write a letter to Bicycle Victoria and complain
about their lousy tents. It seemed that the people who
had brought their own tents had not had any problems.

We were off on our second day to stay at Macarthur and
had seen the last of the rain. We began to realise that
this ride was going to be more than just a ride with 5,000
people and school children on the road. It was more like
running the gauntlet with the constant calling out “passing
on the right”, “stopping” and the occasional “move over”!!!
It became a challenge to get to the next destination

without getting side swiped by someone.

The third day camp was in Port Fairy and Christine and
I, after walking around for a while decided to take up an
offer of $10 for half an hour boat ride out into the ocean.
The lady operating the boat told us that there were lovely
big waves today, the best she’d seen for ages. We set
off, along with a small bunch of school children and had
the boat ride of our lives. Everyone hung on for dear life
and screamed their lungs out as we bucked and lunged
up and over the huge waves expecting to be swamped
out at any moment. Although it was very exciting it was
good to be back on dry land again.

The next day was on to Port Campbell , a great day
except the last ten kilometres were very hard as we
picked up a strong head wind which exhausted everyone.
There was a lot of excitement in the camp as tomorrow
will be the big one, Lavers Hill. In the evenings at dinner
we might be lucky and catch up with our friends, but
otherwise we would make new friends. We have met
many friendly and interesting people.

With Lavers Hill and the Otways over it was a hard day
and everyone was sunburned. At dinner we were told by
a volunteer that 700 people had been brought in by bus
and the last lot hadn’t come in until after 6.30pm. The
next day was rest day in Apollo Bay and the Pharmacy
was inundated with riders looking for sunburn remedies.
Apollo Bay is a nice place to wander around with plenty
to do.




Back on the road again and heading for Anglesea . The
days are going past so quickly. We usually leave at about
7am and get into the lunch stop at 10.30am which means
that when we get to our destination about 1.30pm we are
looking for coffee shops to have lunch again. We need
food. We were amused at breakfast this morning to
notice two ladies sitting eating their breakfast with their
helmets on. They must have wanted a quick getaway.

The ride along the coast has been absolutely beautiful
and we have been lucky to have lovely sunny days and a
tail wind.

Saturday has come already and we head off to our last
camp site at Queenscliff . | have so been impressed by
how stoic the school children have been as they pedal
ride along each day. They were obviously well prepared
and determined to ride to the end.

Sunday and we pedal our way back to Geelong and the
finish. We congratulated each other on a great ride and
were happy to be back safe and sound. It was a great
ride and | had been pleased to find that the food and
facilities had considerably improved since the last Great
Victorian Ride | did in 1999.

RESTAURANT NIGHT - SATURDAY 27 FEB.
The Spice Club — Indian Restaurant

[ o Address : 506 Nepean Hwy
N Q Frankston.
\ N Time:7.00pm RSVP to Rhonda
‘ 9787 9446
(.'
B “
Licensed

FAMILY RIDES

It would be great if members can support these rides.

- Please take your
kids/grandkids and introduce
them to riding. Thanks to
Darryn and Suzie for making
the effort organising these
rides.

Please contact Darryn (0417
303 353) & Suzie (0419 346 387) if you have any ride ideas or
suggestions.
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MEMBER PROFILE
MARY

1. How long have you been cycling

I have enjoyed cycling since | was a young girl. When
| was at Teacher’s College it was my mode of
transport.

2. What made you join the pedallers ........

My interest in bush walking saw me join the Victorian
Walking Club. They also scheduled in some bike
rides and | went on a ride that was led by Ron
McGinnis who at that time was also a member of
Peninsula Pedallers. He passed on a calendar as he
felt I would enjoy cycling with the pedallers and |
eventually worked up the courage to join in on a ride.

3. What's your occupation & where do you work.....

| am a Primary School Teacher and | teach prep at
Fountain Gate Primary School.

4. The thing | love most about my job is... ....seeing
children learn. The prep children are always so
enthusiastic and rewarding.

5. Any other interests outside cycling........

I love downhill skiing, bush walking, gardening,
sewing and going to the movies.

6. Something that most people would never guess
about me is... that | have an Italian heritage.

7. Your greatest achievement with the
Pedallers......... & your next goal/challenge  with
the Pedallers......... The greatest achievement with
the Pedallers was actually going overseas and
cycling in France and lItaly. In Italy | actually did a ride
that went to my parent’s town of Rocca D’Arsie.
Rhonda and David Nickson were also with me on
that ride and that was a magical time. As for my next
major goal or challenge all | can say is that | just want
to keep on enjoying cycling.

8. What did you want to be when you grew up
always wanted to be a teacher

9. If you were an animal, you would be ....a dog that
hopefully was spoilt just like mine.
10. Your parents always told youto ....... be kind and

help others.




11. Any hobbies ...... | like embroidery, doing crosswords
and reading. | also like drawing and painting and |
love photography.

PERSONAL 1°" AID KITS

Members are advised to carry a small personal 1% Aid Kit with
them. The reason for this is that on some rides riders are quite
spread out, so just in case someone unfortunately needs a
band-aid or something, it is available.

—D—'-‘ IF YOU HAVE ANYTHING FOR SALE ,
Tﬂ'ﬁ a\e CONTACT THE NEWSLETTER CO-ORDINATOR
v |

Watch this space for an A-Van Caravan for sale next year.
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We'd like to hear about your experiences, whether ¢ ycle related or otherwise. Please feel free to sen  d any news items you'd like published in

the Peninsula Pedallers Newsletter. Remember that  no item will be considered too trivial........

NEWSLETTER CO-ORDINATOR: DERICK OLIVIER Phone: 5981 0163 or 0408 134 454 EMalil: pearl.olivier@connexmelbourne.com.au




